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Two veteran NASA astronauts, who recently passed away, 
were honored May 30, 2018, in separate wreath laying 
ceremonies at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex.  
 

Alan Bean, who flew during the Apollo and Skylab programs, was remembered in 
a ceremony at the Apollo-Saturn V Center.  
Space shuttle astronaut Don Peterson was honored at the Atlantis exhibit. 
 

Born in 1932 in Wheeler, Texas, Alan Bean attended the University of Texas at Austin in 1955 

and joined the US Navy, where he trained to become a pilot. The Navy later assigned him to 
the US Naval Test Pilot School in Maryland, where he trained under his future Apollo 12 
commander Pete Conrad. Bean would later be selected as part of Astronaut Group 3 in 1963, 
which included Buzz Aldrin, Eugene Cernan and Michael Collins. 
 
Bean was the fourth person to walk on the Moon as lunar module pilot on Apollo 12 in 
November 1969. He went on to command the 59-day Skylab 3 mission in 1973. 
“After logging 1,671 hours and 45 minutes in space, Alan passed the baton to the next 
generation of astronauts. 
 
Bean then changed fronts, looking to push the boundaries of his own imagination and ability as 
an artist. Bean became an accomplished artist capturing spaceflight from the eyes of one who 
has flown in space and walked on the lunar surface, He died in Houston on May 26, 2018, at 
the age of 86. 
 

 

Donald Peterson was born in Winona, Mississippi, 1933. Peterson graduated from Winona 

High School in 1951. He enrolled in the United States Military Academy at West Point, New 
York, and received a Bachelor of Science degree in 1955, electing to join the Air Force. He was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant. After working with Air Training Command until 1960, he 
enrolled in nuclear engineering at the U.S. Air Force Institute of Technology. Six months before 
graduation, the program was cancelled. He earned his Master of Science degree in 1962.  
 
Peterson originally was selected for the U.S. Air Force Manned Orbiting Laboratory program, 
but when that was cancelled, he became a NASA astronaut in September 1969. During the six-
day STS-6 mission, Peterson and fellow mission specialist Story Musgrave performed a four-
hour spacewalk, the first of the shuttle program. Once outside the spacecraft, Peterson was 
impressed with the view. “Got a good shot of Mother Earth there Story.” He said. “It’s a 
fantastic view.” 
 
As a part of the Oral History Project, Peterson explained that the purpose of the spacewalk. 
“We tested a few of the tools, wrenches and some of the foot restraints,” he said, “but mainly it 
was to make sure the suits were OK.” 
Peterson resigned from NASA in November 1984, working after that as a consultant in human 
aerospace operations. He died on May 27, 2018, in El Lago, Texas. He was 84. 


