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Iridium hails performance of new satellites, targets four more 
launches this year 
 
Iridium CEO Matt Desch said last week the next batch of 10 Iridium Next satellites is 
scheduled for launch June 29 on a Falcon 9 from Vandenberg Air Force Base in California.    
 
Additional launches will follow in August, October and December, with the remaining satellites to be 
launched by mid-2018.  Eight of Iridium’s first ten upgraded communications satellites launched in 
January started providing voice and data relay service ahead of schedule, and SpaceX says it can launch 
up to 40 more Iridium spacecraft by the end of the year, Iridium officials reported Thursday. “I’m happy 
to report that our initial batch of Iridium Next satellites are now fully operational and working very 
well,” said Matt Desch, CEO of Virginia-based of Iridium Communications. 
 
Engineers are repositioning the other two new-generation Iridium spacecraft in orbit to replace other 
satellites, part of a “highly-choreographed process” to complete a refresh of the company’s entire 
constellation by mid-2018.  
 
The first eight Iridium Next satellites entered service in March and early April, taking the place of aging 
first-generation spacecraft launched in the late 1990s. 
The Iridium fleet consists of 66 operational satellites distributed in six orbital tracks, with 11 slots in 
each plane. The remaining two Iridium Next satellites deployed into Plane 6 on Jan. 14 are drifting into 
a different plane, a movement that will take around 10 months. 
 
The June 29 launch is set for 1:02 p.m. PDT, according to Iridium. That is timed to place the next 10 
satellites into Plane 3 of the Iridium network. 
The Iridium Next assembly line in Arizona, managed by Orbital ATK in partnership with satellite-designer 
Thales Alenia Space, is producing spacecraft at a rate to manufacture all of the Iridium Next satellites by 
the end of 2017. 
 
The upgraded $3 billion Iridium Next network will offer faster broadband connections, improved 
functionality and 3G-equivalent cellular phone services for Iridium’s pool of nearly 870,000 subscribers, 
a client list that includes the U.S. military, oil and gas companies, aviation and maritime operators, and 
mining and construction contractors. 
 
“The satellites’ faster processors, larger memory and modern engineering design are delivering better 
voice quality as well as faster data throughput for our maritime, aviation and IoT (Internet of Things) 
customers,” Desch said. “While our current network is performing amazingly well for its age, the 
statistics for our newest satellites are even better. 
 
All of the Iridium Next satellites now entering service also carry piggyback payloads for Aireon, an 
affiliate of Iridium, to help air traffic controllers track airplane movements worldwide. Four of the 
Iridium Next satellites launched in January host an antenna to monitor maritime traffic for exactEarth, a 
Canadian company, and Harris Corp. of Melbourne, Florida. 
The arrival of new Iridium Next satellites in orbit allows engineers to retire older satellites. 
 


